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‘News Harold’ Winkler

“Harold was a leader,” said Barb Michler, Country Gardens Lead Cook.  “When he entered the dining room, the other tenants followed; it was time to eat.”   

According to Jenn Viergutz, Director of Country Gardens, Harold Winkler was the heartbeat of the apartment complex.  He was an active and social individual. 

“He participated in every activity we had,” said Karen Milz, Universal Caregiver & Activities Coordinator.  “He was always first.”

“If anyone was going somewhere,” interjected Michler, “He was going too.”

“I remember he would sweet-talk the van drivers, when there was an outing,” said Viergutz, “to take him and the others in the vehicle to Abbotsford, where he would treat everyone to ice cream.  He was a generous soul who never complained.”

When Harold Winkler moved into Country Gardens in February 2002, he adopted everyone in the facility and took pride in knowing all of the staff and residents, their families, and anything new about them.  

Most people fondly remember Harold sitting in Country Gardens’ lobby greeting people as they came in.  It didn’t matter whether he knew them or not; Harold would strike up a conversation.   

“Once he purchased his signature hearing aids, the ones that looked like upside down headphones, he truly was in business, he never missed a beat,” continued Liz Archibald, RN  “Harold had a very sharp mind.” 

According to Viergutz, Winkler’s nickname was ‘News Harold.’  He would listen to the radio, TV and talk to anyone he had a chance to, and couldn’t wait to share that information, especially in the dining room.  When anyone wanted to know something, Harold always knew the answer. Whether it was current events, the history of the hospital or anything to do with Rib Lake, he knew the latest. 

Archibald remembers Winkler attending every Performing Arts concert.   He would sit in the front row, said Archibald.  He would be greeted by everyone who knew him from Rib Lake and he would critique every performance when he returned home.  “He knew what he liked.”

“I can’t put into words what Harold meant to everyone here at Country Gardens,” said Viergutz. It has been such a pleasure knowing Harold and knowing that he appreciated all of the care and attention he received as a tenant at Country Gardens.  For my staff and me to know that Harold truly considered us his family is absolutely priceless!”  

“We aren’t leaving our homes to go to work,” continued Viergutz, “but rather, we leave our homes to visit and care for extended family, the family we have at Country Gardens.  Harold will not be forgotten.”

Harold Winkler died at the age of 84 years, 4 months and 16 days on October 29, 2007.  He rests in peace at the Lakeview Cemetery in Rib Lake.  Rev. James Babler of Zion Ev. Lutheran Church (Stetsonville) officiated his memorial service.

#

SIDEBAR:

Built in 2001, Country Gardens is a Residential Care Apartment Complex of Memorial Health Center (Medford).  The 28-unit assisted living facility is an apartment complete with kitchenette, living area, private bath with walk-in shower, meals, personal laundry services, housekeeping, plus numerous other comfort features, services and activities.  It’s located on the west campus of Memorial Health Center.  

Harold Winkler bequeathed to the Memorial Hospital Foundation over $228,000.  Nearly half of the funds will be restricted and placed in an interest-bearing fund for Memorial Health Center’s Country Gardens.  Once a year, County Gardens service line director, Jenn Viergutz, will have the opportunity to draw on the interest to procure enrichments and amenities for the current Country Garden residents.
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