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Vesnefsky Honored at Statewide Health Care Employee Recognition Program

MADISON (May 19, 2006) –“Whether it is bringing a smile to some unfortunate patient, bringing them a warm blanket or whatever the need may be, it is my job to see that our patients are as comfortable as possible and treated as our guests.”  -Sharon Vesnefsky, Environmental Services Aide, Memorial Health Center, Medford.

Vesnefsky recently joined 60 other hospital employees from across the state that were honored at the 2006 Wisconsin Health Care Employee Pride Program recognition dinner at the Blue Harbor Resort in Sheboygan.  

The program, sponsored by the Wisconsin Hospital Association (WHA), is designed to celebrate the health care workforce and recognize their “truly amazing” contributions to the health of their communities, according to Wisconsin Hospital Association President Steve Brenton.

“People who work in hospitals are among Wisconsin’s most dedicated and valuable employees.  It takes special people to care for others and our communities are richer, safer, and healthier places to live because of these professionals,” Brenton added.  “We hope that by sharing their stories, others will be encouraged to choose a health occupation and career.”

Employees were asked to describe what led them to choose an occupation in health, and why they decided to work in a hospital.  Hundreds of health care employees submitted essays.  A committee at each health care facility selected the winning essay, and that person was honored at the recognition banquet this month. 

The recognition program is co-sponsored by the Wisconsin Society of Healthcare Human Resources Administration, the Wisconsin Organization of Nurse Executives, and the Wisconsin Healthcare Public Relations and Marketing Society.  

###

(Photo)  Sharon Vesnefsky, Employee Pride Award Winner and Angela Hupf, V.P. Human Resources and Community Relations for Memorial Health Center at the awards banquet.

Attachment:  Vesnefsky’s Essay

Sharon Vesnefsky’s Essay Follows:

My Job, My Life

When I started working in Environmental Services (formerly Housekeeping) in 1983, I never thought that I would still be here more than 23 years later.  Seeing blood and catheter bags, and noting the foul smells, made me think “What am I doing in a job like this?”  Today, I know exactly why I am still in this profession.

When our youngest child went off to kindergarten, I decided that I needed something more than staying home and caring for my home and family.  I didn’t know what kind of job I was looking for, but there just happened to be an opening at the Medford Hospital in Housekeeping, so I decided to give it a try.  At first, I wasn’t sure that this was the job for me, but as the years went by, I learned to appreciate the value of having a medical facility in Medford.  My job in Environmental Services brings me into direct contact with many different people.  I clean the patient rooms daily and make sure that the hospital is a safe and clean environment to be in.  However, my job means so much more to me than that.  Whether it is bringing a smile to some unfortunate patient, bringing them a warm blanket or whatever the need may be, it is my job to see that our patients are as comfortable as possible and treated as our guests.  I want those rooms to be as clean as if I were to occupy them.

In addition, several lifetime experiences, including a serious car accident my daughter was involved in, and a disabling accident my husband had, made me realize, even more, that clean hospital rooms and the caring individuals that maintain them are very important.  Hospitals could not survive without them.

Sharon Vesnefsky

Environmental Services Aide

Memorial Health Center, Medford
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