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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Medford Resident Receives Nursing Excellence Award

(Medford, Wis.) -  Tim Size, Executive Director of the Rural Wisconsin Health Cooperative (RWHC), recently announced the recipients of the 2006 Nurse Excellence Awards.  Wanda Kallenbach from Memorial Health Center received the Clinical Excellence Award given to staff nurses.

Kallenbach has been employed with Memorial Health Center for over 26 years.  She received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Nursing from the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire.  Kallenbach is recognized for the significant contributions she has made to the quality of nursing practice in the Family Center at Memorial Health Center.  In spite of working permanent night shifts, she attends daytime meetings and participates on a number of committees.  Kallenbach co-coordinates the Neonatal Resuscitation Program courses for the nursing and medical staffs, and also serves as an instructor.  In addition, she teaches a newborn care module for prenatal classes and helps to coordinate the scheduling of physicians who act as a resource for parents’ questions.  

“Wanda has demonstrated excellent skills and sound nursing judgment,” said Kaaron Keene, Vice President of Nursing for Memorial Health Center,  “and is willing to do whatever it takes in the name of patient care.”

Kallenbach serves as vice-chair of the hospital’s Nursing Professional Practice Council, and is a member of the MegaCode Committee and Pain Management Taskforce.  She assists with baby fairs, is active with her church, and volunteers at the local schools.  





According to Size, the Nurse Excellence Awards were initiated to recognize high quality nursing practice provided by the hospitals serving rural communities.  Nurses in community hospital settings must be well rounded at clinical practice, and have the ability to respond to a variety of age groups, diagnoses and patient emergencies.  The establishment of this award is public recognition that excellence in nursing practice is a valuable asset to rural communities and the state of Wisconsin.

(Photo) Kaaron Keene, Vice President of Nursing for Memorial Health Center presenting the Clinical Excellence Award to Wanda Kallenbach, RN, Nurse Excellence Award Winner during a recent Employee Recognition Banquet.
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