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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – PHOTO INCLUDED

Wisconsin Legislators Visit Memorial Health Center 

Budget bill topic of discussion with legislators
Medford Memorial Health Center President and CEO Greg Roraff and the Memorial Member Association Board of Directors welcomed Senator Russ Decker (D-Weston), Co-Chair of the Joint Finance Committee, and Representative Mary Williams (R-Medford) last week for a question and answer session on the state budget. The meeting provided an excellent opportunity for these hospital leaders to gain better insight into how their legislators view important hospital-related provisions in the budget.

On the subject of the hospital tax, Sen. Decker indicated his support for the tax, saying it would draw down additional Federal funds, most, but not all, of which would be used to increase Medicaid payments to hospitals. Rep. Williams, on the other hand, expressed her opposition to the tax, countering that Federal matching funds are not guaranteed and that the proposal goes against Federal rules on payments to hospitals.

Roraff and Board members appreciated the openness of both legislators in discussing their views on the hospital tax but were firm in delivering the hospital message that there was no assurance hospitals would see any increased reimbursements under the tax. Roraff cited the nursing home bed tax as a perfect example of "promises made and promises broken."

Both legislators agreed that lowering the cost of health care is a priority, and from a Finance Committee perspective, Sen. Decker said he remained open to alternative funding proposals. Both legislators differed on their opinions of the cigarette tax with Sen. Decker feeling it will pass and Rep. Williams remaining unconvinced.

Attendees expressed frustration with the budgetary practice of shifting funds from one account to another to pay for seemingly unrelated obligations. They pointed out that in this budget cycle, Medicaid is especially hard hit with the Governor proposing to take $873 million out of Medicaid.
