Memorial Hospital Foundation committed to future of medicine in Medford





When Memorial Health Center opened its doors in March of 1962, area communities saw the fulfillment of their dream and a reward for their commitment – a hospital built to serve their families. And today, that dream and those rewards continue.


Foundation history 





In November 1957, the Medford Council of the Knights of Columbus began considering the idea of a new hospital in Taylor County.  In June of 1958, articles of incorporation were filed with the State of Wisconsin to form the nonprofit Medford Memorial Hospital.  The name was later changed to Memorial Hospital of Taylor County, Inc. to better reflect the service area of the facility.  Groundbreaking took place on September 14, 1960, and the hospital opened on May 7, 1962.  Estimated cost for the hospital was $780,000.  The Federal government provided 60 percent of the cost of construction through the Hill-Burton Act.  





In 1992, to rise to the challenge of the Hill-Burton Act and to make their dream of local healthcare a reality, the hospital board created a Foundation Task Force.  Planning stages continued with incorporation of the Foundation in September of 1993. By July of 1994, the first phase of the original grassroots fund drive began. Approximately 25 contacts were made, including the area’s largest industries, banking institutions and private individuals. From July 1995 to September 1996, phase II of the fund drive was held. Over 70 smaller businesses and industries in the service area were contacted, including Stetsonville and Gilman businesses. Medical staff members and employees were approached resulting in an additional $35,000 in pledges. With the support of nearly 250 area residents and 75 organizations, the community raised over $300,000.





Foundation mission


Memorial Hospital Foundation mission is to insure quality primary medical care is always available and convenient to the people of this area. Contributions are directed towards state-of-the-art primary care facilities and for advanced medical technology for Memorial Health Center. 





To achieve its mission, Memorial Hospital Foundation developed a long-term plan; which included fundraising efforts through annual and planned giving programs, such as the golf tournament held in September, individual and business seminars and other appeal programs.   





Funds from the Memorial Hospital Foundation are used to assist the capital and program needs of all services provided on the Memorial Health Center medical campus. Funding provided by the Memorial Hospital Foundation is not used for general operating expenses. No funding is directed outside of our community hospital and clinic organization or beyond our service area.





Annually, the Foundation considers gift items within the scope of the Memorial Hospital Foundation’s mission that will provide a measurable impact in a specifically defined area. 


In the past, funding has been directed towards new equipment for the hospital’s laboratory, surgery, Cardiac Rehab and Family Center departments. It has provided health programming; such as the women’s health initiative and men’s annual prostate cancer screening, employee training and educational materials, and equipment/furnishing for Memorial Nursing & Rehab Center.  





Supporting your community hospital and clinics


Currently, the Foundation is in the wrap-up stages of the largest capital campaign in the history of the foundation and the hospital.  The Memorial Hospital Foundation Capital Campaign began in June of 2004 and has raised pledges and gifts totaling over $1,000,000. 





Memorial Health Center continues to provide high quality primary medical care with the same commitment that went into building the hospital. Children and grandchildren of the hospital’s first benefactors are enjoying the lifestyle of small-town communities while maintaining convenient access to high quality healthcare services close to home.


Donations to the Memorial Hospital Foundation are tax deductible. Charitable gifts made outright are appreciated. Foundation assistance is available for life income or planned gifts. Tribute gifts can be made in memory or in honor of a loved one.





We invite you to participate in supporting the Memorial Hospital Foundation’s efforts by contacting us for more information,  at 715/748-8189 or


e-mail:  mhfoundation@aspirus.org.
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