Expansion lets Medford stay on cutting edge with endoscopies





Memorial Health Center was on the leading edge in technology in Central Wisconsin in 1973 with Endoscopy.  Endoscopy was “a major advancement in medicine” according to Bob Mueller, Special Procedure Technician and Memorial Health Center employee of  33 years.  “The flexible endoscopic gastroscope and colonoscope have been a major advancement in the accurate diagnosis of gastrointestinal disease.”





The endoscope provides a practical and accurate method of directly examining the upper GI tract and the colon.





One of the most notable applications is in the early detection of colon cancer.  However, the physicians use the scopes for detecting and treating many other conditions and monitoring treatment progress.  Some that are detected would include gastric ulcers, GI bleeds, colitis, GERD, polyps and others.





The equipment used and medication give have come a long way.  The scopes are thinner and provide a clearer picture, which is now displayed on a TV monitor.  The accessories for removing polyps, biopsies and controlling bleeding have all really advanced over the years.  We’ve also added services such as manometry testing, PH monitoring and the Stretta anti-reflux procedure.  The patients are so much more comfortable during procedures.  In fact, they are rarely even aware that an edoscopy is being performed.





The Endoscopy suite, now located in the new Surgery & Ambulatory Care Center, is now very spacious, especially in the cleaning areas.  They now have two rooms and have gained three sinks used for cleaning the equipment.  Prior to the move to the new building, portable basins were used to wash the equipment and more difficult to empty. Storage room has been gained.  In the past, the mobile carts with the equipment on was cluttered with supplies and was always being shifted from place to place and always seemed to be in the way.  Now there are numerous cabinets where supplies have their own place.





One of the most important aspects of the move is the proximity of the Endoscopy suite to Ambulatory Care Services.  A patient is prepared for the scope procedure by staff in Ambulatory Care and then taken down to the Endoscopy suite just down the corridor, without having to be routed throughout busy hallways, etc.  The new building has given patients much more privacy and dignity.
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