New operating rooms expand surgical options in Medford





The new surgical suite is up and running at Memorial Health Center and staff and doctors are seeing an immediate improvement in work flow and patient privacy. The new unit features three spacious operating rooms, ample storage for both surgical equipment and sterilized supplies, a large recovery area and ambulatory care area.





Each year, doctors at Memorial Health Center perform between 2,200 and 2,400 surgical procedures including more than 1,200 surgeries and 1,000 endoscopies, said Tracy Fuchs, the hospital’s director of surgical services. In addition to two surgeons on staff at the facility, there are 13 area surgeons that perform procedures at Medford. The new surgical facilities will allow the hospital to increase the number of surgeries that can be performed here in Medford. 





“It allows us the option to expand services,” said Kaaron Keene, vice president of nursing at the hospital.





 “We can do any type of surgery here except brain and heart,” Fuchs said, explaining that those two specialties require more specialized equipment than Medford and are typically seen only at tertiary care hospitals.





One area that Medford hopes to expand in is with more orthopedic surgeries including hip and knee replacements. In the cramped 18 by 18 foot operating rooms there just wasn’t enough space to perform these surgeries. As a result, those in need of these procedures would have to take a long and often painful trip to another facility either in Wausau or Marshfield. With the thoroughly modern, 24 foot by 24 foot operating rooms these procedures can be done in Medford making it easier for both the patients and their families.





According to Dr. Erik Branstetter, a surgeon at Memorial Health Center, the new surgical area is vastly improved especially with being able to do laproscopic surgeries and having the space to get equipment in and out of the rooms.





Workflow was a priority is designing the surgical and ambulatory care areas. Fuchs explained that the staff was involved in the design process and set it up to make working easier. “We were always bumping into each other before,” Fuchs said describing the cramped quarters in the former recovery area. Now, there is ample space for patients and staff.





Patient privacy improved


While it may seem like a maze to get to now, the ambulatory care and surgical area will be convenient for those having procedures and their families. The area is located off the main hospital entrance and waiting area. However, unlike the past where the area patients were prepared for surgery was on a different floor of the hospital, the two areas are next to each other. A great deal of effort was put in the design to allow for increased patient privacy. 





In the ambulatory care area, there are individual rooms. There is also a private consultation room where doctors can meet with patients and their families with access from both the unit and the main entrance. Ambulatory services includes chemotherapy treatments, and any sort of procedure where people walk in before and walk out afterward. If a patient has to be admitted, a private elevator connects off the surgical area to the patient rooms.
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