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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Cataract Surgery System Promises Faster, Easier Recovery

(Medford)  Memorial Health Center, now offers the first cataract extraction system, which enables surgery to be gentler on the eye and reduces the risk of corneal complications.

“Memorial Health Center’s investment in this advanced technology provides significant benefits for our patients,” said Dr. Rebecca Bartow, ophthalmologist with the Medford Eye Clinic.  “For many people, vision improves almost immediately after surgery. No eye patches are required, no hospital stay is required, and the surgery is virtually painless.” 

Vision problems can be caused by a cloudy lens, or cataract.  Cataract surgery is a common eye surgery for removing the cloudy lens of adults over 60 years old and replacing it with an artificial lens.  The benefits of the new cataract extraction system and the microincision technique include:

· Smaller incisions are made.  Because of Memorial Health Center’s technology, surgery can be performed through an incision that is over 40 percent smaller than incisions made using previous methods

· The system uses less energy.  Scientific studies have shown the advantages of using less energy during the cataract surgery.  One recent study found that “reduced energy has significant benefits including diminished injury and inflammation, more rapid visual rehabilitation, and better visual outcomes.”  

Dr. Bartow, along with Dr. Robert Beauchene and Dr. Douglas Edwards, ophthalmologists with the Eye Clinic of Wisconsin, S.C. provide cataract surgery at Memorial Health Center.  For more information, call Medford Eye Clinic at 748-2020 or the Eye Clinic of Wisconsin at 748-5775.

Memorial Health Center, an Aspirus partner, is a 25-bed, community-based, Critical Access Hospital facility that is JCAHO accredited.  A community-based healthcare organization, Memorial Health Center provides physician services in four clinic locations and operates a 101-bed skilled nursing facility with 10-unit Community Based Residential Facility (CBRF), a 28-unit residential care apartment complex (RCAC), a 24-unit HUD sponsored senior low income apartment complex and a retail pharmacy.  Experience the Difference.
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